
          We'd like to formally invite you to join the John Overton High School Marching Band for the 2020

season! Marching band is an extracurricular activity that rehearses after school. You do not have to

audition or have any previous experience to join the marching band as everything you need to know will

be taught to you throughout the semester. 

          Our marching band has a rich history of success locally,  regionally and nationally.  We typically

perform at 4-5 competitions throughout Tennessee/Kentucky with 2 of those competitions being regional

events with some of the best bands in the country. Marching band is hard work; however, students

develop friendships with upperclassmen before school even starts making the transition to high school

that much easier on the first day! We also continue our development of fundamentals on our

instruments as we consider marching band an outlet of our concert programs, the centerpiece of our

program. Students who participate in marching band do receive a PE credit .

          With our current situation and the huge amount of job loss due to the COVID-19 outbreak, we

have had to take that into considerations while planning our 2020 marching band season.

Transportation and staff costs lead us to have a budget of over $90,000 each season. We want to make

sure any student can participate in marching band, so we have decided to forgo competitions this year

in order to concentrate on a football halftime show that we're hoping will be more approachable to the

audience (students and parents).  The standards and fundamental training will be the same as every

other year; however, the product will be simpler and hopefully more accessible by a wider audience.

We're hoping by doing this, we can lower the cost for marching band substantially,  making it much

more affordable to our students.

          In this packet,  we hope to answer the majority of your questions, but more information will come

as the summer progresses. Please feel free to reach out to Director of Bands, Ms. Eleni Miller, with any

questions or concerns.
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Sincerely,
 

Ms. Eleni Miller, Director of Bands/Orchestra

Mr. Nathan Barna, Assistant Director of Bands/Jazz

Dear Oliver, Croft, and McMurray Middle School Band Students,,



Calendar
Please check the band calendar at https://www.johnovertonband.org/calendar to see the most updated

calendar. Band camp will be where we learn the bulk of the show and will be from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.

After-school rehearsals will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. We will also have

rehearsals on Game Day Fridays from 2:45 pm - 4:30 pm. We will also have a Saturday rehearsal and

potential District-Wide Performance that are TBD.

 

-Band Camp --> July 20-23, July 27-29

-Parent Performance --> July 29 @ 5:00 pm

-Weekly After-school Rehearsals Begin --> August 4

-Month of August Rehearsals --> Tuesdays and Thursdays

-Month of September and October Rehearsals -->Thursdays only

Instrument Rentals

We will use the first day of band camp to checkout instruments to students. Please keep in mind that we

do not use french horns, trombones, euphoniums or tubas in marching band. We have specialized

instruments for those students to use (ie. mellophones, marching baritones and tubas).  It  should only

take a few days before students typically start to be comfortable with the new instruments. 

Fees

As previously mentioned, there are fees to participate in marching band, but our goal was to keep these

costs as low as possible. We will not know the actual cost per student until we have all of our students

sign contracts. What we can do is give a cost per student based on estimated numbers in the marching

band. We do create payment plans and will work with students who may need to space out payments out

over a longer period. More information will be included in the band contract that will be sent out

separately.

 

*We are still  working on the budget at this time, but we can tell you for sure that costs will remain lower

than $500 per student for the entire season. This number will be updated by mid-May.

Sign Up / Forms

Please click on the included Google Form to sign up for marching band and other Overton ensembles if

you haven't already. There are additional forms, such as physicals, insurance, marching band member

contract,  etc. Those are available on the website new member page and will also be sent out directly to

you later this year. 

https://forms.gle/aXDJVn9W4aTKikVd9
https://www.johnovertonband.org/become-a-member


Percussionists
 

All percussionists will go through training and auditions on July 16th and 17th from 8:00am-3:00pm.

This will be a time to try out battery equipment, get fitted for carriers, and become associated with

electronic equipment for the front ensemble.

Color Guard

 

All students interested in guard will go through training and auditions on July 16th and 17th from

8:00am-3:00pm. This will be a time to learn the basics of what it means to be in guard, start a

foundation in dance, and try out some of the equipment.


